
Holy Communion  

at St Paul’s, Ashgrove 

 

Season of Creation 1, 2020 

 

P: Welcome 

P: Hymn: All Things Bright & Beautiful (TiS 135) 

P:  We gather in the image of the Creator who is a community of love.  
 
     We gather in the name of the Redeemer who reconciles all of creation.  
 
     We gather in the presence of the Life Giver who inspires new life and renews it.  
 
    The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
  
LA:  We acknowledge the custodians of the land where we gather today - the Yuggera and 

Ugarapul people. We celebrate their culture, thank them for their care of the land and pay 
respects to their elders: past, present and emerging. 

 
LA:   So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. James 2.13 
 
LA: [Let us pray.]  

Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God's people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One,  
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you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High  
Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

  
P: Collect 

O God, whose word is life, 
and whose delight is to answer our cry: 
give us faith like that of the woman who refused to remain an outsider, 
so that we too may have the wit to argue 
and demand that our children be made whole, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
P: Season of Creation Prayer 

Loving Creator, 
We thank you for your wisdom, multiplicity, and power 
Revealed in the landscapes, plants and creatures around us. 
Release, we pray, your creation  
To flourish in the care of your renewed people, 
To be whole, clean, wild, and full of your vivacity, 
As governments put away divisiveness  

to act with courageous truth, 
As businesses put away greed to seek long-term fruitfulness, 
And as each of us puts the needs of our grandchildren 

ahead of our own, 
Until your whole creation reflects you glory. Amen   
 

 
Proverbs 22.1-2, 22.8-9, 22.22-23 

1 A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, 
     and favour is better than silver or gold.  
2 The rich and the poor have this in common: 
     the Lord is the maker of them all.  
8 Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, 
     and the rod of anger will fail.  
9 Those who are generous are blessed, 
     for they share their bread with the poor.  
22 Do not rob the poor because they are poor, 
     or crush the afflicted at the gate;  
23 for the Lord pleads their cause 
     and despoils of life those who despoil them.  
 
For the word of the Lord,    Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 146 
1 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul: 
while I live I will praise the Lord; 
2 While I have any being: 
I will sing praises to my God. 
3 Put not your trust in princes: 
nor in flesh and blood, which cannot save. 
4 For when their breath goes from them, 
they return again to the earth: 
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and on that day all their thoughts perish. 
5 Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob: 
whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
6 The God who made heaven and earth: 
the sea, and all that is in them, 
7 Who keeps faith for ever: 
who deals justice to those that are oppressed. 
8 The Lord gives food to the hungry: 
and sets the captives free. 
9 The Lord gives sight to the blind: 
the Lord lifts up those that are bowed down. 
10 The Lord loves the righteous: 
the Lord cares for the stranger in the land. 
11 He upholds the widow and the fatherless: 
as for the way of the wicked, he turns it upside down. 
12 The Lord shall be king for ever: 
your God, O Zion, shall reign through all generations. 
Praise the Lord. 
 

James 2.1-10, 2.14-17 
1 My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favouritism really believe in our glorious Lord 
Jesus Christ? 2 For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if 
a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3 and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine 
clothes and say, ‘Have a seat here, please’, while to the one who is poor you say, ‘Stand there’, 
or, ‘Sit at my feet’, 4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with 
evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world 
to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? 
6 But you have dishonoured the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag 
you into court? 7 Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 
8 You do well if you really fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, ‘You shall love your 
neighbour as yourself.’ 9 But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable 
for all of it. 14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have 
works? Can faith save you? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16 and one of you 
says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do not supply their bodily 
needs, what is the good of that? 17 So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.  
 
For the word of the Lord,   thanks be to God. 
 
LA: Hymn      Great Is Your Faithfulness (TIS 154) 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
  
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark chapter 7 beginning at verse 24. Glory to 
you Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
Mark 7.24-37 

24 From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not 
want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 25 but a woman whose little 
daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at 
his feet. 26 Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the 
demon out of her daughter. 27 He said to her, ‘Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take 
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ 28 But she answered him, ‘Sir, even the dogs under 
the table eat the children’s crumbs.’ 29 Then he said to her, ‘For saying that, you may go—the 
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demon has left your daughter.’ 30 So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the 
demon gone. 31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the 
Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32 They brought to him a deaf man who had an 
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33 He took him aside in 
private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his 
tongue. 34 Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, ‘Ephphatha’, that is, ‘Be opened.’ 
35 And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36 Then 
Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they 
proclaimed it. 37 They were astounded beyond measure, saying, ‘He has done everything well; he 
even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.’  
 
For the Gospel of the Lord, praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Sermon 
 
LA: Nicene Creed 

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church  
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge  
the living and the dead  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the  
forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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LA: THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us pray for the world and for the Church.  

… 
 
LA: Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray, 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.  
  
Lord have Mercy 
Christ have mercy 
Lord have mercy 

 
Confession  
 
LA: God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy, welcoming sinners and inviting them to the 

Lord's table. 
  

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, with a sincere and a true heart. 
 

God of compassion,  
have mercy upon us.  
Heal our relationship with all creation.  
Forgive us for our mistreatment and neglect  
of the creatures who share the earth with us.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent  
for what we have done to harm them,  
and for what we have not done to help them.  
Fill us with your Spirit, that we may care for one another  
and for all creatures, according to your will  
and in the fullness of your love;  
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

 
P: Almighty God,  

who has promised forgiveness  
to all who turn to God in faith:  
pardon you and set you free from all your sins,  
strengthen you in all goodness  
and keep you in eternal life,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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P: We are the body of Christ.  His Spirit is with us.  
  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you.  
 
All may exchange a sign of peace, maintaining 1.5m separation and without touching. 
 
P: Hymn For the Fruits of His Creation  (TiS 168)  
 
Note that we cannot pass collection bowls around at this time. There is a box at the back of the 
building to receive your offerings. Alternatively, please consider giving electronically through your 
bank. St Paul’s bank details are BSB: 704901 Acc NO: 00004420 
 
P: The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
Loving God, 
we thank you for this world of wonder and delight. 
You have given it to us to care for, 
so that all your creatures may enjoy its bounty. 
Lord our God, 
we give you thanks and praise.  
 
We thank you that when we turned away from you, 
you sent Jesus to live and work as one of us, 
and bring us back to you. 
He showed us how to love you 
and set us free to love and serve one another. 
Lord our God,  
we give you thanks and praise.  
 
We thank you that on the cross 
Jesus took away our sin, 
all that keeps us from each other and from you. 
He frees us from hate and fear, 
from all that destroys love and trust. 
Lord our God, 
we give you thanks and praise.  
 
And so with everyone who believes in you, 
with all the saints and angels, 
we rejoice and praise you, saying:   
  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
And now we thank you  
for these gifts of bread and wine;  
may we who receive them,  
as Jesus said,  
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share his body and his blood.  
On the night he was betrayed, he took bread  
and gave you thanks.  
He broke the bread and gave it to his friends, and said,  
'Take and eat. This is my body given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me.'  
After supper he took the cup  
and gave you thanks.  
He shared the cup with them and said,  
'This is my blood poured out  
so that sins may be forgiven.  
Do this in remembrance of me.'  
  
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

You have gathered us together 
to feed on Christ 
and to remember all he has done for us:  
 
Fill us with your Spirit  
that we may follow Jesus  
in all we do and say,  
working for justice and bringing your peace  
to this world that you have made.  
Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Blessing and honour and glory and power  
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body,  
        for we all share in the one bread.  

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ in remembrance that 
he died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 
Special Covid-19 Guidelines: Please come forward to receive communion (bread only). 
Maintain 1.5m separation as you move forward. Queue close to the pew – not in the centre 
of the isle – in one line. Sanitise hands. Receive the bread while standing and return to your 
seat. While others are receiving communion you may wish to listen or quietly sing along to 
the communion hymn while remaining seated.  Communion Hymn (Not announced): Give 
Thanks with a Grateful Heart  (TiS 717) 
 
Living God,  
in this holy meal you fill us with new hope.  
May the power of your love,  
which we have known in word and sacrament,  
continue your saving work among us,  
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give us courage for our pilgrimage,  
and bring us to the joys you promise.  

  
Most loving God,  
you send us into the world you love.  
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage  
in the power of your Spirit.  

Announcements 

Please stand  
 
P:  Blessing 
 
LA: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: In the name of Christ. Amen  

 
P: Hymn How Great Thou Art  (TiS 155) 
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