
 
Instrumental: The Angel Gabriel 
 
Welcome 
 
A Reading from Zephaniah 3.14-20 
14 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!  
15 The Lord has taken away the judgements against you, he has turned 
away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you 
shall fear disaster no more. 16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak.  
17 The Lord, your God, is in your midst to give you victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing 18 as on a day of festival.  
“I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.  
19 I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. 
And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, 
and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.  
20 At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; 
for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the 
earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes”, says the Lord.  
 
A reading from John 11 
20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had 
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been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that 
God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your 
brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, 
will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do 
you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”   … 

 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet 
and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her 
also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He 
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 
see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the 
blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, 
and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” … 
And he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man 
came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 

Homily 
 
 
Time to Reflect 
 
How are you feeling about the year that is ending? What have you lost 
and what do you fear? Write these things in a few words on the card you 
have been given. If you need another card just raise your hand. When 
you are ready, attach your card to your flower, bring it forward and plant 
it. Please do your best to give others their 1.5m of space as you move 
around the church. 
 
You are also welcome to light a candle, asking God to bring light to a dark 
place. If you would like a blessing, and perhaps to be anointed with oil for 
healing, Rev Margaret will be available. Take all the time you need. The 
musicians will play until everyone is ready. 
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Instrumental: O Come O Come Emmanuel  
 
Prayer 
 
Lord Jesus, we remember at Christmas time that you became a little child 
for our sake, to share our life in its laughter and its tears. 
To you we pray 
Comfort us and hold us, O Lord 
 
You grew in wisdom and grace, and learned obedience through suffering. 
To you we pray 
Comfort us and hold us, O Lord 
 
You learned a trade from your father, Joseph, and knew the financial 
insecurity of life as a worker. For those among us who are seeking work 
and struggling financially:  
To you we pray 
Comfort us and hold us, O Lord 
 
You comforted those who mourned the loss of children, family and 
friends. 
To you we pray 
Comfort us and hold us, O Lord 
 
You took upon yourself the suffering and death of us all. 
To you we pray 
Comfort us and hold us, O Lord 
 
You promised to raise those who trust in you, just as you were raised by 
your Father. 
To you we pray 
Comfort us and hold us, O Lord 
 
Help us, Lord Jesus, to trust in your love, to know your comfort and joy, 
and to be strengthened in the hope you give us. Restore our suffering 
world to health, to unity and to joy. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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God our comforter, 
You are a refuge and a strength for us, 
A helper close at hand in times of distress. 
Help us to hear your call to faith 
So that our fear is dispelled 
Our loneliness eased 
And our hope reawakened. 
May your Holy Spirit lift us above our natural sorrow, 
To the peace and light of your constant love; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
We pray together: 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.  
 
Solo: O Holy Night 
 
Instrumental: Ave Verum corpus 
 
Stay as long as you like, then leave when you are ready.  
 
 
 
 
We would love to see you again: 
 
Christmas Eve   6pm and 10:45pm 
Christmas Day   8:30am 
Sundays until end of January  8:30am 
Sundays from February    7:30am and 9am 


