
 

 

Holy Communion 

at St Paul’s, Ashgrove 

Baptism of our Lord, 2023 
 
 
Song: Come to The Water (SPHB 10) 
 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever.  

 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you 
 
Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God's people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 
God of freedom, 
your beloved meets us where we are, 
immersed in the flow of life: 
by his humility and solidarity 
raise us from fear and guilt; 
may the arc of the Spirit's flight 
make us 014a104 people of peace; 
through Jesus Christ, the Son of Righteousness 
Amen. 
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God of the nations,   
whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace,   
have mercy on our broken and divided world.   
Shed abroad your peace in the hearts of all   
and banish from them the spirit that makes for war,   
that all races and peoples may learn to live   
as members of one family   
and in obedience to your law,   
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
 
God who made our home, 
And made your home with us, 
Yet often had no place to lay your head, 
Have mercy today on all who have no home. 
Provide shelter and protection, 
A future and a hope, 
To all whose beds tonight will be unsafe, unstable or exposed. 
Grant wisdom and compassion, 
To everyone with power or resources 
To provide housing solutions, 
So that all may live in peace 
And share with equity and thanksgiving 
The good things you provide 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen   
 

Isaiah 42: 1-9 
1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
     my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; 
     he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2 He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
     or make it heard in the street; 
3 a bruised reed he will not break, 
     and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
     he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4 He will not grow faint or be crushed 
     until he has established justice in the earth; 
     and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
5 Thus says God, the Lord , 
     who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
     who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people upon it 
     and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6 I am the Lord , I have called you in righteousness, 
     I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
     a light to the nations, 
7 to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
     from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8 I am the Lord , that is my name; 
     my glory I give to no other, 
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     nor my praise to idols. 
9 See, the former things have come to pass, 
     and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, 
     I tell you of them. 
 
For the word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 29 
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you powers of heaven: 

ascribe to the Lord glory and might. 
2 Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name: 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of his holiness. 
3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters: 

the God of glory thunders, 
the Lord upon the great waters. 

4 The voice of the Lord is mighty in operation: 
the voice of the Lord is a glorious voice. 

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar-trees: 
the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. 

6 He makes them skip like a calf: 
Lebanon and Sirion like a young wild ox. 

7 The voice of the Lord divides the lightning-flash: 
the voice of the Lord whirls the sands of the desert, 
the Lord whirls the desert of Kadesh. 

8 The voice of the Lord rends the terebinth trees, 
and strips bare the forests: 
in his temple all cry ‘Glory.’ 

9 The Lord sits enthroned above the water-flood: 
the Lord sits enthroned as a king for ever. 

10 The Lord will give strength to his people: 
the Lord will give to his people the blessing of peace. 

 
Acts 10: 34-43 

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of 
all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death 
by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not 
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him 
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 
 
For the word of the Lord, thanks be to God. 

Song: The Church’s One Foundation (TiS 457) 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
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The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew chapter 3 beginning at verse 13. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Matthew 3: 13-17 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have 
prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ 15 But Jesus 
answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then 
he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly 
the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am 
well pleased.’ 
 
For the Gospel of the Lord, praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Sermon - www.stpaulsashgrove.org.au/sermons/ 
 
Silence 
 
Nicene Creed 
 
Let us together affirm the faith of the Church 
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge  
the living and the dead  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the  

http://www.stpaulsashgrove.org.au/sermons/
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forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Let us pray for the world and for the Church.  
 
Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray, 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.  
  
Lord, have mercy 
Christ, have mercy 
Lord, have mercy 
 
Christ the Son of God has been revealed as a light to the nations. 
 
Let us bring our darkness to his light, confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
Merciful God,  
our maker and our judge,  
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
and in what we have failed to do:  
we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  
Father, forgive us.  
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Almighty God,  
who has promised forgiveness  
to all who turn to him in faith:  
pardon you and set you free from all your sins,  
strengthen you in all goodness  
and keep you in eternal life,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
We are the body of Christ. His Spirit is with us.  
  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.  
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All may exchange a sign of peace, maintaining 1.5m separation and without touching. 
 
Song: Be Still (SPHB 4) 
 
While we will now be passing around the collection bowls again you may like to also consider 
giving electronically through your bank. St Paul’s bank details are BSB: 704901 Acc NO: 
00004420 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
Accept and use our offerings for your glory  
and for the service of your kingdom. 
 
Blessed be God for ever 
 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  
…for ever praising you and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
…Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.'  
 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  
 
…in songs of never-ending praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory and power  
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body,  
for we all share in the one bread.  

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. Come let us take this holy sacrament in remembrance that 
Christ died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
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Please come forward to receive the bread and wine. Gluten free wafers are available (please ask). 
If you prefer not to receive communion, please come forward for a blessing (keep your hands 
behind your back).  
 

With the high incidence of Covid and influenza in the community we ask you to:  
• Maintain physical distancing of 1.5m as you move forward  
• Use hand sanitiser before receiving the bread and wine 
• NOT intinct (dip the bread in the wine)  
• Take wine only if you are free from symptoms and free of anxiety about drinking from 
the common cup. Be assured that Christ is present in you and for you as you receive the bread 
alone.  

 
Song (not announced): Change My Heart O God (SPHB 11) 
 
God of the nations, 
we thank you for nourishing us with this holy sacrament. 
Guide us by your presence, 
that we may bring your light to those who dwell in darkness, 
and establish your justice in the earth. 
Most loving God, 
you send us into the world you love. 
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage 
in the power of your Spirit 
 
Announcements 

 

Please stand for the blessing 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: In the name of Christ. Amen  

 
Song: Your Hand, O God, Has Guided (TiS 456) 
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ST PAUL’S NOTICEBOARD 

Join us for morning tea after the service! 

 

Upcoming events 
 
Sun 15 Jan    Parish Council Meeting (after morning tea) 
 
Fri 3 Feb, 9.30-11.30 Playgroup recommencing in February. Connection and support for 

parents and carers with young children; fun, stimulating activities for 
children as well as older adults. Running Friday mornings during school 
terms. To learn more contact Rev Margaret or the office. 

 
Sat 11 Feb, 7pm Cryptic Conversations - ‘Reappreciating God as the years go by’ 

(relaunch of St Paul’s Wine & Cheese nights) with Patrick Oliver 
 
Sat 18 Feb    Men’s Breakfast 
 
Sun 19 Feb     AGM 
 
Bible Study and Morning Prayer – is now in recess until February 2023. 
 
To make a donation towards the Archbishop’s farewell gift please use the following details for St 
Paul’s and we will pass this on to the Diocese. 
 
Anglican Parish of Ithaca-Ashgrove 
BSB: 704901 
Acc No: 00004420 
Reference: Arch Gift 

 

For your prayers 

The Archbishop Election Committee as they prepare for their task of looking for and 
discerning who will be our next Archbishop. 
 

David, Stafford Parish with Revd Kathy and Revd Jack as Locums, Revd Sue, The Ward Family, 
Barb, Margaret S, Maureen, Elizabeth, Melvie Rose, Sam, Kate, Liam, John, Anni, Revd Jack, 
Daphne, Genevieve, Revd Margaret's niece, Annie, Nick, The Paul Family and the LAMB Medical 
Ministry in Bangladesh. We give thanks for the success and recovery of Nick and Jack. And for 
Joy, Romola and Noela who are at home or in a nursing home. 
 


