
Holy Communion 

at St Paul’s, Ashgrove 

Lent 4, 2023 
 
Song: Shine, Jesus, Shine (TiS 675) 
 
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins 
Whose mercy endures forever 
  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you 
  
Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Creator and Healer, 
root of all goodness, 
working your Sabbath will 
in the chaos of our life: 
teach us the insight 
that gives true judgement 
and praises you 
wherever you are found, 
making miracles 
from spit and mud; 
through Jesus Christ, the Son of earth. Amen. 
 
God of the nations,   
whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace,   
have mercy on our broken and divided world.   
Shed abroad your peace in the hearts of all   
and banish from them the spirit that makes for war,   
that all races and peoples may learn to live   
as members of one family   
and in obedience to your law,   
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
 
God who made our home, 
And made your home with us, 
Yet often had no place to lay your head, 
Have mercy today on all who have no home. 
Provide shelter and protection, 
A future and a hope, 
To all whose beds tonight will be unsafe, unstable or exposed. 
Grant wisdom and compassion, 
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To everyone with power or resources 
To provide housing solutions, 
So that all may live in peace 
And share with equity and thanksgiving 
The good things you provide 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen   

 

1 Samuel 16: 1-13 
1 The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being 
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I 
have provided for myself a king among his sons.’ 2 Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, 
he will kill me.’ And the Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come to sacrifice to the 
Lord .” 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint 
for me the one whom I name to you.’ 4 Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to 
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come 
peaceably?’ 5 He said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord ; sanctify yourselves and 
come with me to the sacrifice.’ And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice. 6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord ’s anointed is now 
before the Lord .’ 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on the height of 
his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on 
the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.’ 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and 
made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ 9 Then Jesse 
made Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ 10 Jesse made 
seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen any 
of these.’ 11 Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the 
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will 
not sit down until he comes here.’ 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had 
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the 
one.’ 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and 
the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and 
went to Ramah. 
 
For the word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 23 
1 The Lord is my shepherd: 

therefore can I lack nothing. 
2 He will make me lie down in green pastures: 

and lead me beside still waters. 
3 He will refresh my soul: 

and guide me in right pathways for his name’s sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil: 
for you are with me, your rod and your staff comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me 
in the face of those who trouble me: 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup shall be full. 

6 Surely your goodness and loving-kindness 
will follow me all the days of my life: 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 
Ephesians 5: 8-14 

8 For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— 
9 for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 
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10 Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 
11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 
12 For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 
13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 
14 for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
‘Sleeper, awake! 
     Rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.’ 
 
For the word of the Lord, thanks be to God. 
 
Song: Come Down O Love Divine (TiS 398) 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
  
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John chapter 9 beginning at verse 1. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
John 9: 1-41 

1 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ 3 Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor 
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must 
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5 As 
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’ 6 When he had said this, he spat on the 
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, 
‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back 
able to see. 8 The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is 
this not the man who used to sit and beg?’ 9 Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, 
but it is someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ 10 But they kept asking him, ‘Then how 
were your eyes opened?’ 11 He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my 
eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my 
sight.’ 12 They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’ 13 They brought to the 
Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made 
the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received 
his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’ 16 Some of 
the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But others 
said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they were divided. 17 So they said 
again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is 
a prophet.’ 18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they 
called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who 
you say was born blind? How then does he now see?’ 20 His parents answered, ‘We know that this 
is our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we 
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ 22 His parents said 
this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents 
said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ 24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, 
and they said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ 25 He answered, ‘I do 
not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ 26 They 
said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ 27 He answered them, ‘I have 
told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to 
become his disciples?’ 28 Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples 
of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where 
he comes from.’ 30 The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he 
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he 
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been 
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heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he 
could do nothing.’ 34 They answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to 
teach us?’ And they drove him out. 35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he 
found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ 36 He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell 
me, so that I may believe in him.’ 37 Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking 
with you is he.’ 38 He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him. 39 Jesus said, ‘I came into this 
world for judgement so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become 
blind.’ 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are 
we?’ 41 Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, “We 
see”, your sin remains. 
 
For the Gospel of the Lord, praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Sermon - www.stpaulsashgrove.org.au/sermons/ 

Silence 
 
Nicene Creed 
 
Let us together affirm the faith of the Church 
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge  
the living and the dead  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the  
forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

http://www.stpaulsashgrove.org.au/sermons/
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Let us pray for the world and for the Church.  
 
Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray, 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.  
  
Lord, have mercy 
Christ, have mercy 
Lord, have mercy 
 
Compassion and forgiveness belong to our God, however far we may have wandered from God’s 
way.  
 
(silence)  
 
Let us then ask for mercy, confessing our sins in penitence and faith.  
 
Merciful God,  
our maker and our judge,  
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
and in what we have failed to do:  
we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  
Father, forgive us.  
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Almighty God,  
who has promised forgiveness  
to all who return in faith:  
pardon you and set you free from all your sins,  
strengthen you in all goodness  
and keep you in eternal life,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
We are the body of Christ. His Spirit is with us.  
  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.  
 
All may exchange a sign of peace, maintaining 1.5m separation and without touching. 
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Song: Christ, Be Our Light (SPHB 7) 
 
While we will now be passing around the collection bowls again you may like to also consider 
giving electronically through your bank. St Paul’s bank details are Name: Ithaca-Ashgrove 
Anglican Parish BSB: 704901 Acc NO: 00004420 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
Accept and use our offerings for your glory  
and for the service of your kingdom. 
 
Blessed be God for ever 
 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  
…and forever we praise you, saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
…Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.'  
 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  
 
…in songs of never-ending praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory and power  
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body,  
for we all share in the one bread.  

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. Come let us take this holy sacrament in remembrance that 
Christ died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 
Please come forward to receive the bread and wine. Gluten free wafers are available (please ask). 
If you prefer not to receive communion, please come forward for a blessing (keep your hands 
behind your back).  

 

With the high incidence of Covid and influenza in the community we ask you to:  
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• Maintain physical distancing of 1.5m as you move forward  
• Use hand sanitiser before receiving the bread and wine 
• NOT intinct (dip the bread in the wine)  
• Take wine only if you are free from symptoms and free of anxiety about drinking from the 

common cup. Be assured that Christ is present in you and for you as you receive the bread 
alone.  

 
Silence for communion 
 
God of mercy, 
May we who have shared in this holy meal 
Know your forgiveness in our lives, 
Bring your reconciliation to others, 
And be a sign of your wholeness in this broken world. 
Most loving God, 
you send us into the world you love. 
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage 
in the power of your Spirit 
 
Announcements 

 

Please stand for the blessing 
 
Christ our Saviour draw you to himself,   
that you may find in him   
A solid ground on which your faith might grow,   
An unshakeable structure to support your hope,   
and the assurance of absolute forgiveness, reconciliation and eternal life;   
and the blessing of God most gracious,   
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,   
be among you and remain with you always. Amen   
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: In the name of Christ. Amen  
 
Song: Be Thou My Vision (TiS 547) 
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ST PAUL’S NOTICEBOARD 

Join us for morning tea after the service! 

 

Upcoming events 
 
TODAY Combined Service and Parish Council Meeting (after morning tea)  
 
Sun 26 March, 11am Westside Orchestra 

Concert – come join us 
for a morning of 
inspiring, gentle and toe 
tapping music buy 
Australian composers. 
Tickets are $5 and on 
sale now through this 
link 

https://events.humanitix.com/an-australian-idyll or you are able to buy 
them at the door. 

 

Sat 1 April Practically Spiritual, 8.30am in the Crypt - a group that meets once a 
month to reflect on theological books. Talk to Revd Kathy 

 

Sun 2 April Palm Sunday, 7.30am and 9am 

 

Thurs 6 April Maundy Thursday, 6pm 

 

Fri 7 April Good Friday, 8.30am 

 

Sat 8 April Holy Saturday, 7pm 

 

Sun 9 April Easter Day, 8.30am 

 

Mon 17 April, 7.30pm Book Club in the Crypt. If you would like to join you are very welcome. 
Just speak to one of the Bookclubbers. The chosen book is Sense and 
Sensibility by Jane Austen 

 

Playgroup - weekly on a Friday from 9.30-11.30am during school terms. $4 per week to cover 
cost. Registered Playgroup with Play Matters. 
 

Bible Study and Morning Prayer every Wednesday morning. Prayer from 9:05am and Bible 
Study from 9.45. Everyone welcome! 
 

Lenten Studies:  Our Wednesday morning Bible study group will be following the Common 
Grace Lenten series on the Lord’s Prayer this year. If you are unable to join 
us you can access the series at home 
at www.commongrace.org.au/the_lords_prayer_2023 

 

For your prayers 

The Archbishop Election Committee as they discern who will be our next Archbishop. 
Ian, Wayne, Gemma and Yen, David, Revd Sue and the Goonaneman Parish, The Ward Family, 
Barb, Elizabeth, Melvie Rose, Sam, Kate, Liam, John, Revd Jack, Genevieve, Revd Margaret's 
niece, Nick, The Paul Family and the LAMB Medical Ministry in Bangladesh. We give thanks for 
the continued good health of Anni. And for Joy, Margaret S and Romola who are at home or in a 
nursing home. 

https://events.humanitix.com/an-australian-idyll
http://www.commongrace.org.au/the_lords_prayer_2023

